THIEMANMODEL A FORDRACTORS.

By Paul Smith - Pukekohe

While on a recent trip to the USA to attend Palmer FosQurord Tractor auction, | came across a
number of Theman Tractors, and thought their stomight be ofinterest to others hereCost at
auction where there were 2 was $1850US and $280@Llsewhere o the trip we also came across
one in a Model A Ford Salvage yard, but much worse for ,weauld be unique here?

TheThieman Harvester Co

The Albert City company was organized in 1921 by brothers Henry D., William B., Herman, Charles
and Warren Thieman, to make ensilage harvesters. Eventilaly produced livestock feeders and
waterers, end gates, ploguides, saw frames and power units, as well as steel burial vaults.

Beginning in 1936, Thieman tractors were offered in varied types: $185dita,basidractor; or a
complete tractorwith a Ford Model A engine for about $500. With the kit, the farmer had to procure
his own engine, driveshaft and rear end from a Ford Model A, 1928 Chevrolet or Dodge Four, and
then build a tractor. The object was to cobble together pieces of used eauipio make an
inexpensive tractor.

Thiemans were a three lweel configuration, and appeared on steel at first with rubbesd models
also available untithe war shelved the entire projeciThey also manufactured several farm
implements, and steel burial vaults during the 2@sd a two row horse cultivatorhich sold along
with the tractor unitsvery well until WW2
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Costs Less 1o Own
Beenuse
1t Takew an Automohile Engiue,
Either New or Usedd,

armer Can Afford Thix Tractor)

Longer Wheelbase
Makes It Handier for
Many Kinds
of

Field Work.




