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                    NORTH ISLAND MODEL A FORD CLUB INC. - NEW ZEALAND 

        MODEL A TORQUE 

Month: August 2018                          Issue Number: 2018/08 

 

 

                               Winter is here – call in the Snow Plow and Snowmobile – Model A style!    

 

Welcome to the North Island Model A Ford Club Inc. 

The purpose of our club is to enjoy, restore, preserve and protect the Model A Ford automobile and to foster a spirit of good 

fellowship and family participation through the use of the Model A Ford. 

Membership is open to anyone with a sincere interest in the Model A Ford. Ownership is not a prerequisite. 

Website: www.modelafordclub.co.nz 

Inside this Issue: 
 Upcoming Events (Page 7 to 10) 

 Vegas Night and Annual Awards Dinner – Don’t delay BOOK 

NOW!  Full details (Page 11) 

 MAFCA Convention – Sparks Reno (Page 14 to 16) 

 Excerpt from Graham Bell’s Autobiography (Page 17 & 18) 

 Upcoming Club Tech Night - Electric Race Car Project (Page 9) 

 Obituary:  Bruce Snowsill (Page 22) 

  

Chapter Members of:

  

The cut off for 

articles/reports to the 

Editor is 15th of the 

month.  Or earlier if you 

can.  Please email to 

nimafc@outlook.com 

 

http://www.modelafordclub.co.nz/
mailto:nimafc@outlook.com
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‘A’ Captains Comment – Hugh Hulse 
Your committee has been very active and a great list of events has been well received and attended by participating 

members.  It has been a great year so far for the Club as we move again closer to the Annual Prize Giving and a 

new financial year, Ford Memorial Day, elections and Christmas. 

We should all remember that as we take a step forward it is often helpful to also look in the rear-view mirror and 

check what is behind or that we have not passed something interesting and that a U-turn may/could be rewarding to 

us. 

Recently I found at Super Cheap Auto a rear-view camera that if fitted to the Model A, I felt could assist with 

managing the traffic while driving.  Unlike most rear-view gadgets which only work in reverse I figured that full time 

operation would allow it to duplicate as an interior rear-view mirror for both day and night driving and with the rear 

window blind down.  Several hours later Wallah!  A great image from the rear, a neat, tidy permanently wired and 

concealed installation with a clear upright image, only the camera ground lines were flying in the air.  A hasty 

correction of the monitor however did not solve the issue and inversion of the camera was also necessary. 

Success! Or at least I thought.  With a clear image of the rear I decided to back Harriet into the sunlight to obtain a 

better perspective on distance and locations etc.  Start the engine and No! The monitor stops.  Perplexed!  I turned 

the engine off and the image came back.  Am I seeing things? 

Resigned, well, even if the camera does not work I enjoyed the challenge of fitting it.  However, I am sure 

somewhere amongst the club membership a wee snippet of buried knowledge will provide the answer.  Clearly a 

clash of technology verses simplicity, which could be rewarded, wine verses wisdom! Just goes to show great ideas 

still need to be worked through to get great results.   

Keep those ideas for club activities rolling in so that the Club Committee can process and hopefully turn them into 

memorable moments for the next summer. 

Safe motoring and yes!  Model As do like to play in the wet. 

It’s great to be back home. 

When travelling, thoughts of a long flight quickly fade when 

a destination is reached.  On arriving in London, we spent a 

few days exploring this magnificent city before heading to 

The English Riviera on the train.  Cornwall is a special 

unique place with lots of heritage. After meeting friends, we 

did a tour of the Cornwall tin and copper mines, reliving the 

Poldark story and smelt the sea salt of St Ives before 

heading for Guernsey, the Channel Isle, where we found 

the Little Chapel. (See attached photos for the Levant Mine 

at Land’s End and the house some people may recognise – 

Nampara.  Also, the Little Chapel restored in Guernsey).  Our hotel was lovely but the access was either down a 

flight of forty stairs or a one hundred and fifty step climb from the bottom.  Carry your own bags in the dark after a 

day plagued with trains, taxis, cancelled air flights, more buses and taxis and stairs. Yes, we crashed into bed that 

night, but such are the joys of travel. 

On to Barcelona, a fabulous city of old and new.  We visited 

the Sagrada Familia Basilica, a must see for anyone, it is so 

unique, and we enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere around the 

Square with the Buskers, the food, yet so close to our hotel. 

Our cruise commenced in Barcelona, and headed for the 

Balearic Islands – Ibiza, Palmer and Mahon (Spain), before 

stopping in Bonifacio (France) and Elba (Italy) where we 

visited the grand house where Napoleon was exiled.  Lucca, 

Rome and Sicily and Croatia were full of history, but Ravenna 

(the Ferrari factory) offered a welcomed break from history and culture.  Then on to Venice. After a further few 

enjoyable days, including crossing the Bridge of Sighs to oblivion, we then headed for home. 
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‘A’ Captains Comment -- continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special ‘Welcome’ to new Club Members: 
 

Peter Church, Albany 

Bob Neville, Turangi 

Matt Carnell, Stanmore Bay 

Hope you join us at an event or club night soon! 
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Vice Captain’s Ramble 

 
Hi Team, yep I can confirm the older you get the faster time goes by, it seems like only a couple of days ago we 

were all gathered at Bunce Motors, then on to what I hear was a great social gathering at the Alex Bar & Grill for an 

evening of chatting and mingling - sorry I had been to the dentist and was not feeling like an outing.  

 

The Rotorua Swap meet was probably the best attended in many years, great weather, no frost, no mud, no wind, 

and heaps of Sellers & Buyers. I suppose they have used up all their favours from the weather gods all at the same 

time.  

 

Ryders Dinner & Film evening was full to the brim with 51 folk in attendance for their trade mark roast dinner 

followed by a couple of movies, the first being a 45 min film on our cars creator Mr Henry Ford showing some 

personal time and the factory, then we moved on to the main movie starring Adam Sandler in what I consider to be 

one of his best in (The Cobbler) with lots of humor with a little twist at the end. A great night out.  

 

Your committee has been working to bring you a couple of events well worth your time next month, a visit to the 

McLaren Museum @ Hampton downs, our Annual Prize Giving evening with a Vegas theme in it, along with some 

live music, great ambience, and much more in the pipeline.  

  

With the Te Anau rally some 9 months away you all need to be reading your cars for the return trip, like get on to 

that leaky troublesome exhaust manifold, even consider replacing that worn out warped one for the best seal, tyres 

don’t leave it to the last minute because you may miss out as there is only limited stock held in NZ.  

 

Well I did say vice captains rambling so………………. 

 

Cheers for now, see you about A, Errol McAlpine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Gold Field Supply Truck 

 

 

This photo was submitted by Errol, and he says “this old truck not long in NZ did service taking gold into 

the Goldfields, and was retired in the mid 60’s.  It has had a massive up-date on all mechanicals and runs 

like a dream” 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Hello fellow NIMAFC members! 

It’s Sunday morning, 22 July.  Last night 50 Club members had a most enjoyable night at JC Ryder’s Private Cinema, in 
Avondale.  Everyone helped by bringing the correct payment … thanks all, it made my job very easy. 

$$    
All accounts are up-to-date, including the renewal of our Public Liability cover and the NZ Federation of Motoring Clubs annual 
sub.                  Welsh Fishing Village of Conwy 

UK Travel 
Jenny and I recently spent 6-weeks driving around England, parts of Wales and Scotland.  
It’s a nation of roundabouts – some surprisingly large with up to 4 sets of traffic lights 
within the roundabout.  But they do keep the traffic flowing.  For anyone planning a 
similar trip, here are a few comments. 

Drivers in the UK are (mostly) unfailingly polite.  Good driver etiquette is the norm.  We 
drove almost 3000 miles (4800kms) happily without incident, the only exception being a 
puncture near our AirBnB accommodation in the Welsh fishing village of Conwy.  To our 
surprise we found the rental car didn’t have a spare tyre, jack or wheel-brace.  A phone 
call to Avis confirmed their cars no longer carry a spare tyre.  Don’t worry, they said, 
we’ll send a mobile workshop.  On this Sunday evening a van arrived after a 2-hour drive 
from Chester, equipped with a full-size tyre remover, wheel-balancer and 120 litre 
petrol-driven compressor.  Plus, a replacement tyre.  We were left thinking a spare tyre 
would have been so much more practical. 

Diesel in the UK costs £1.28-1.37/litre (NZ$2.46-2.65), actually more expensive than 
petrol (around £1.27, NZ$2.45).  

Signs show speed limits in miles per hour.  The national speed limit is 70mph 
(112kph) on motorways/dual carriage ways, 60mph on single carriageways and 
generally 30mph (sometimes 20mph) in built up areas.   

In the Scottish Highlands, we drove on narrow single track roads in remote areas, 
however there were frequent “Passing Places”, where a car can pull over to await an 
approaching vehicle.  It worked well. 

The North Coast 500 (NC500) is Scotland’s Route 66 and considered one of the 
world’s best coastal road trips.  500 miles of stunning coastal scenery, often deserted 
white beaches, whiskey distilleries, lochs, wildlife, castles, welcoming cafes, 
mountains, heather and magical views around many corners.  Allow 14 days to fully 
enjoy this route.  Incidentally, we heard it’s popular with vintage and classic car 
clubs.                                                                                                                                                     Looking for the Loch Ness Monster 

If you request a GPS, UK rental car companies typically charge around 
£13.00/day (NZ$23.00).  Instead, we purchased a good TomTom satnav in 
London for £105.00 (NZ$203.00), with a screen/dashboard mount.  Besides 
guiding us unerringly to our destinations, it had a handy speed camera 
warning.  We’re sure it more than paid for itself in the first week … UK roads 
have generous numbers of speed cameras.  A suggestion is to also take an AA 
Road Atlas of Britain, giving you many pages of ultra-clear detailed maps and 
an overall sense of direction.                                                               

While in the UK we made several attempts to contact the Secretary of the 
Model A Ford Club of Great Britain.  It's since transpired that John Buckley 
(whom were trying to contact), was away on a long touring holiday in France, 
with his wife, Rita.  And they were driving ... their 1930 Tudor!   Now, 
there's a really interesting idea for a Model A adventure. 
Safe travelling. 

Cheers, Ralph Levinson    
                                                                               

Piccadilly Circus 
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Upcoming Event Calendar 
                                                                                        

                                    August 2018    

 

 

 

 

 

North Island Model A Ford Club Organised Events 

M T W T F S S 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

Sunday 12 August 
 
A must see! 
 
 
 
 
Meet 11am Mercer 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Visit to Bruce McLaren Museum 
Bruce McLaren Heritage Centre, Industrial Unit 3, 20 Hampton Downs 
Rd,  
Hampton Downs Motorsport Park, RD 2 Te Kauwhata 3782 
 
Admission fee to Bruce McLaren Museum: minimum of a gold coin 
donation please. 
 
Meet 11am in the Mercer Carpark (next to the Mobil Service 
Station).  Time for lunch at the ‘Bacon Cafe’ in Mercer, before 
departing to the Museum.  Tea/Coffee available.  Opportunity to refuel 
the ‘A’.  Please take special note: the lunch stop is at the Café in 
Mercer (not Pokeno). 
 
Optional:  drop into the Pokeno Markets before meeting for lunch 
further South at Mercer. 
 
We depart from the Mercer carpark, as a group approx.12.30pm to 
drive south for Hampton Downs. 
 
Enquiries to Shaun Bellamy.  Phone (09) 292 7707 or 021 272 2551 
 
History of the Museum (Thanks to club member Paul Hunter) 
The Bruce McLaren Trust was publicly launched at Wings & Wheels, 
Whenuapai, Auckland in March 1997. In July 1990 a small memorial 
trust had been formed to honour Bruce. Upon its closure in 1995, it 
was realised by the McLaren family and Ross Jensen that there was a 
need to form a permanent trust. The overall purpose of the Bruce 
McLaren Trust is to be a living working memorial to Bruce McLaren 
and the McLaren Team heritage. Bruce McLaren was born in 
Auckland, New Zealand in 1937 and was killed tragically whilst testing 
one of his cars at Goodwood circuit, England in June 1970. 

The Bruce McLaren Heritage Centre was formally opened on the 30th 
August 2017. The Centre has on display trophies, picture, 
memorabilia and cars that celebrates the history and heritage of New 
Zealand motorsport. 

See https://www.facebook.com/BruceMcLarenHeritageCentre/ and 
https://bruce-mclaren.com/ for more information 

 
Saturday 25 August 
 
Please book NOW! 

 
Annual Awards Dinner – Auckland.  ‘Vegas’ Night.   
An important event for the NIMAFC.  See Page 11 for more 
information. Please purchase your tickets NOW -- before 5th August 
 
Club Trophies and Awards will be presented on the night. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/BruceMcLarenHeritageCentre/
https://bruce-mclaren.com/
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Upcoming Event Calendar -- continued 

Sunday 26 August 
 

 
 
 

Swap Meet – Run by North Island Model A Ford Club, Auckland 
(Make it a weekend if you choose - come along to the Awards Dinner and then the 
Swap Meet on the next day). 
A great chance to trade Model A Parts! 
 
Where: 4 Vernon Street, Papakura, Auckland 
Vendors from 9.30am – Sales from 10am 
Sausage Sizzle/Tea/Coffee 
 
Enquiries to: Bruce Stratton. Phone Mobile 027 485 3634 

                             A photo taken at last year’s Swap Meet 
 

 

Ladies Table –  

Era fashion and accessories 

 
Ladies if you wish to come along, a table and 
clothing rack is available to display items for 
sale (1920’s/30’s style Era). 
 
 
 

 
Hubley Challenge at the Swap 
Meet 
Trevor Farr can bring the Hubley 
Race Track, if there is sufficient 
interest to run a challenge. 
 
Please contact Trevor, if you 
would like to participate in the 
Hubley Challenge. 
 
Trevor Farr 09 265 0431 or email 
Trevor rovertraff@hotmail.com 
 
 

mailto:rovertraff@hotmail.com
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Upcoming Event Calendar -- continued 
                   

              September 2018    October 2018    November 2018 

 

   
North Island Model A Ford Club Organised Events 

M T W T F S S 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
       

M T W T F S S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     

M T W T F S S 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   

Sunday 9 September Warbirds National Museum – Ardmore 
Situated at Harvard Lane (the main road in) just past the Café. 
Admission fee is $15 per person (note updated price since last Newsletter) 
The museum is open from 10.30am to 3pm.Guides will be provided. Suggest 
we arrive at the Cafe at 11am and snack or lunch, then proceed to the museum 
at Midday. The Cafe remains open until 4pm. 
 

Wednesday 19 September 
 
A fantastic opportunity! 
 
 
 
 
More details about the project, 
please see Website: 

www.fsae.co.nz 
 
 

Club Tech Night – Electric Race Car Project – 7.30pm start 
Newmarket Campus, 314 Khyber Pass, Newmarket, Auckland 
 
(Note: the 7.30pm start time, to allow peak Auckland traffic to ease) 

 
The University of Auckland Formula SAE Team is a group of 50 students who 
design, manufacture and then compete an electric vehicle in Australia annually. 
This engineering project is entirely extracurricular and allows the team members 
to gain real-world design and management experience. 
 
Come along, support the team and get an insight into innovation and an 
electric race car in progress.  The visit will involve a 30-minute 
presentation and opportunity to look around the workshop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   Here’s a photo of last year’s competition car! 
 
To gauge interest and get an idea of the group size attending. Please drop 
Bruce a line on mobile (027 485 3634) if you are keen to attend. 
 
Enquiries to Kay Palmer, Mobile 021 0731 542  
or Bruce Stratton Mobile 027 485 3634 
 
Special thanks to NIMAFC Editor Kay’s nephew, part of this year’s project team, 
who helped to make this visit possible. 
 

http://www.fsae.co.nz/
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Upcoming Event Calendar – continued 
 

North Island Model A Ford Club Organised Events 

 

 

Saturday 22 September 
 
 
(and possibly Sunday 23 
September). 

International Model A Ford Day 
 
‘NZ - first in the world to celebrate!’ 
An important date in the Calendar for Model Aers all 
around the globe! 
 
In the planning stage – more details to come as finalised. 
(Keep the Sunday 23 September free, as celebrations 
may involve the Sunday also). 
 
More information – Next Newsletter 
 

Friday 26 October North Island Model A Ford Club – AGM – VCC Clubrooms 
 
(same venue as last year) 
 
 

 
Sunday 25 November 

 
 
North Island Model A Ford Club   XMAS PARTY  
 
A fantastic Club Event - Secure the date in your diary. 
 
                                           

                              More details to come as finalised. 
 
                           Don’t miss it!  Sure to be a good day! 
 
 

https://www.allfreeclipart.com/holidays/christmas/erics-Santa-Claus-Hat
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Swap Meets 

    
 

 

 

North Island Swap Meets - 2018 
Date Town/Region 

4 August Manfield – a combination of vintage 
and modern mechanical only 

6 October Manfield – all indoor vintage swap 
meet – very well set up 

 

South Island Swap Meets - 2018 

Date Town/Region 

1 September Waimate 

12 to 14 October McLean’s Island, Christchurch 
At the Christchurch Vintage Car 
Club Rooms 

               

For more information, please drop Errol a line: 

Email: errolmac@xtra.co.nz Or Mobile 027 4543 983  

 

Out and About – Club Night on Wednesday 13th June 

The commute through Auckland’s midweek evening traffic did not deter 30+ keen Model A Club members attending 

the TECH night at Bunce Motor Co workshop in Glenfield.  

We were able to see one of the late model Chevrolet vehicles part way through the conversion process and another 

GMC model fully converted. Our newest member of the NIMAFC, Peter Church along with Bunce Motor Co staff 

members Steve, Ed, Neil and Harry were there to answer our many technical questions.  

Also on display was the RH drive fibreglass dashboard and many of the intricate 3D plastic moulding components to 

complete the product to be a mirror image of the original American parts. In one corner of the workshop there was 

another treat in store as the covers were removed to reveal Steve Hamlins ongoing restoration of a 59 Cadillac 

convertible. Wow it was long.!  

The evening concluded with tea, coffee, pizzas and a tour through the USA and Chevrolet themed showroom that 

was displaying late model and classic cars along with many model cars in glass cabinets. 

Many thanks to the team at Bunce Motor Co. It was a great night.   

By Bruce Stratton 

 

 

mailto:errolmac@xtra.co.nz
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Out and About – Ryders Movie Night    

    

Great, well attended club night was held at Ryders Theatre in 

Avondale. A sell out attendance of 51 members turned up for the 

coal range cooked roast dinner. Beef/chicken and roasties, 

accompanied with salads and a mini magnum each for dessert.  

A couple of hours of socialising and then on to the theatre for 2 

movies. First movie was about Henry Ford from childhood through to 

death and his wife and son. A really good informative movie from 

which I personally learned a lot about the man and his life.  

Then on to the feature movie which was a light hearted comedy titled "The Cobbler" I think it was enjoyed by all and 

provided some good laughs along the way and even included a Cadillac at the end for those missing cars in the 

movie.  

All of us were provided with a bag of Jaffas to enjoy during the movie. Most left about 10.15pm and great to see a 

few model A's in the car park. 

By: David Heilbron 

An epic evening.  We arrived to the wafting smells of a traditional roast dinner and found that we would not be 

disappointed.  The banter levels quickly rose to a crescendo as people gathered inside the old theatre and to the 

point when many people ceased to talk due to the difficulties of hearing as members endeavoured to catch up on 

gossip and interest.  The food was quickly demolished before the two old features films.  A timely reminder of the 

life and achievements of Henry Ford and the outlandish activities of the cobbler when he discovered the magic 

shoes.  My impression is that many of our members will still be dancing to that tune. 

By: Hugh Hulse 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    John Castle (to the right) handed out the Jaffas! 
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Article of Interest – submitted by John Castle 
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Article of Interest – submitted by John Castle – continued 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Archives (Model “A” News – January/February 2014) – Advertising the Model A 
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From the Garage: Technical Tips                        (Thanks to Model “A” News Jul/Aug 2014) 
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Era Fashion – ‘Portraits of Fashion Photography’ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A selection of photos and information sourced from ‘The 

Restorer July/August 2015’.   

 

An extract from an article by Lynette Marione. 

 
For fifteen years, Steichen photographed women, men and 

accessories of high fashion.  His personal style is a portrait 

of shimmer, sparkle and sophistication done in different 

tones of black and white. 

 
As the highest paid and foremost photographer of the 

Model A era, he photographed actors, statesmen, athletes, 

and a host of other dignitaries, in addition to his glorious 

images of fashions of the period using Art Deco styling as 

his backdrop. 

 

 

 
Editor comment: 

Some lovely photos, I thought I would share with you.  Maybe inspiration, if you are compiling an Era Outfit. 
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Obituary 

 

Bruce Snowsill 

26 August 1947 – 10 June 2018 

 

We were saddened to receive a call recently from Karol Snowsill in Tokoroa, to say her 

husband, Bruce, had passed away. 

Bruce & Karol have been Club members since 2005.  We asked Karol if she would send some 

details relating to Bruce’s great interest in Ford Model A’s and AA’s. 

Thank you Karol for sending the following, with a photo of Bruce. 

 

 

Bruce became interested in Model A Fords when his father bought the first family vehicle.  Bruce was 8.  He was off 

school with a broken toe and his mother, who could barely drive, took him to visit some farming neighbours in the 

Model A.  She managed to drive a distance before stalling it in a ford.  She walked home in disgust, leaving young 

Bruce to sort it out.  Sort it out he did, driving home standing on the floor, looking through the steering wheel.  This 

was 1955, when the family lived on Ongaroto Road between Atiamuri and Whakamaru. 

After that, Bruce spent every spare moment under and around the Model A, until he knew every inch of it.  He 

bought his first Model A Pickup (a car conversion) just before he was 15.  He got his licence and the rest of his 

teenage years were spent hunting and fishing, taking the Model A to the most impossible places around the central 

North Island.   

He owned 4 Pickups, the last from 1969 to 1970.  During that time we got married and used the Pickup as a wedding 

car.  Bruce’s sisters covered the newly painted vehicle with “Just Married” written in white shoe polish. 

Another time an uncle, a motor dealer in Hamilton, arrived with a new Trekka he wanted to sell to Bruce.  He met 

Bruce in the bush to demonstrate the qualities of the Skoda-powered Trekka.  Bruce said he’d buy it, as long as the 

Trekka would go where the Model A would go.  They were driving along and Bruce pointed to a slope, asking his 

uncle if the Trekka would go up there.  His uncle looked a bit worried and said “No”.  So they decided to go back and 

pick up the Model A, in which Bruce proceeded to demonstrate it could handle hilly terrain with ease.  Likely also 

helped by his intuitive driving skills. 

About 2000, Bruce and his good mate Alan came home with big smiles.  They had just bought a 1930 Model AA 

Truck.  It was about to arrive on the back of a tow truck.  It took Bruce and Alan 5 years to completely strip and 

rebuild it.  They used it as a float in the Tokoroa Christmas Parade. 

Failing health meant the truck was stored in the garage, just to be admired. 

Bruce was a gentle, caring, helpful, humble man.  He will be missed by all his friends and family. 

 

Note: 

Karol says there are other stories involving their family’s Model A’s and we’ve asked her to record these for a future 

newsletter.  
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Classified Advertisements 

There is no charge for members selling their own items.  Items will be advertised 3 times unless renewed or 

cancelled.  Business size commercial ads are $25 per year. 

For business ads contact Ralph Levinson (09) 578 300 

Do you have an item to?      

 Sell 

 Buy 

 Wanted 

 Trade 

 Swap 

 

 

We want to hear from you NOW! 

 

 

 

AUCKLAND CAMS                                      
www.aucklandcams.co.nz 

Camshaft Machine Shop 

Unit 1, 32 Moselle Ave 

Henderson, Auckland 

Henry van Vugt 

Mobile 0274 -860400 

aucklandcams@xtra.co.nz 

 

Courier Delivery address 

251 Don Buck Road, Massey, Auckland 

Competition/Race/Rally/Performance Camshafts 

 

 

 
 

 

North Island Model A Ford Club is a registered Chapter Member of the Model A Ford Club of 

America (MAFCA). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aucklandcams.co.nz/
mailto:aucklandcams@xtra.co.nz
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From the NIMAFC Editor:  
 

Hope you have enjoyed reading the August Newsletter.  Some excellent articles and reports this month.  A big thank 

you to those who have written or submitted reports and articles and photos.  You will see the names of the 

writer/contributor on the published article.  Great to see many of the Club Committee returning back to NZ safely, 

after travels afar, and sharing your stories and photos with fellow club members. 

 

I have enjoyed flicking through some of the older MAFCA Restorer Mags (part of the collection donated to the Club 

by Alan Minson).  You will see some of my findings, published in this Newsletter. 

 

The ‘snow plow’ made me chuckle so the image made it to the cover page – many uses for the Model A!  No need 

for snow plows in my home town of Auckland, NZ, as snow doesn’t reach us here.  Looking forward to the cold snap 

passing soon, and outings during Spring and Summer in the Fordor with Stephen. 

 

My planning is well underway for the Te Anau Meet next April 2019, and the Southern Scenic Route appeals, a 

beautiful part of NZ to explore. 

 

Some great events coming up in August, so hope to see you at the Bruce McLaren Museum, Awards Dinner and 

Swap Meet! 

 

Watch out next Newsletter - some of our Lady Club Members feature! 

 

Cover page photos thank you to Model A Restorers Club (May/June 2014 Model “A” News) 

 

Thanks and Best Wishes, Kay Palmer (NIMAFC Newsletter Editor).  

The views and articles expressed in this Newsletter are the views of the authors and may be reprinted provided 

acknowledgement is given.  Where articles have been reprinted, the NIMAFC recognises those authors and thanks them for 

allowing their article to be used in our Club Newsletter 

 

Officers of the Club/Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If interested in joining the NIMAFC – please contact Ralph Levinson, (or any of the above Committee). 

 

Position: Name: Contact details: 

Club Captain Hugh Hulse  Email: gatland.park@xtra.co.nz 

Vice-Captain Errol McAlpine  Phone 027 4543 983 
Email: errolmac@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary Karen Thomas Phone (09) 443 5253 or 027 419 0191 
Email: mosseykar@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Memberships Ralph Levinson Phone 021 1727 637 or (09) 578 3000 
Email: ralphlevinson1@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Kay Palmer  Phone 021 0731 542 
Email: nimafc@outlook.com 

 

General Committee 
(Events & Tech Nights) 

Bruce Stratton Phone 027 485 3634 

General Committee 
(Club Records & 

Assets) 

John Castle Phone (09) 479 4135 

General Committee 
(Events/Health & 

Safety) 

Shaun Bellamy Phone (09) 292 7707 or 021 272 2551 

General Committee 
(Health & Safety) 

David Heilbron  Phone 027 2966 266 or (09) 528 9709 

   

Historian Paul Smith   

mailto:nimafc@outlook.com
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Test your knowledge – See anwers in next month’s Newsletter 

 

From the Archive: Model A Quiz, MAFCA Restorer July-August 1967 Issue 

The following questions are multiple choice. 

The “Quail” ornamented radiator cap represents Quail in flight symbolising: 

a. Graceful styling        

b. Quick Getaway 

c. Light Weight 

d. Fast Traveller 

The three different makes of horns used on Model A cars and 

trucks were: 

a. Sparten, Otwell and E.A. 

b. Ames, Sparton and Bendix 

c. E.A, Ames and Sparton 

d. Ford, E.A., and Sparton 

For average driving during cold weather the recommended charging rate of the generator should 

be: 

a. 5 amperes at 1000 RPM 

b. 10 amperes at 1500 RPM 

c. 15 amperes at 1000 RPM 

d. 20 amperes at 1500 RPM 

The following are TRUE or FALSE statements: 

The camshaft is driven directly by the timing gear                                  TRUE/FALSE 

The 1928 Standard Phaeton had outside door handles   TRUE/FALSE 

Ford bought the Lincoln Motor Co. in 1921     TRUE/FALSE 

The manifold should be painted green               TRUE/FALSE 

The oil filter neck is painted black      TRUE/FALSE 

 

Note: on testing, Stephen got 6 out of 8 correct – see how you go!!                        

AND FROM THE NEW ZEALAND ROAD CODE:  What is a courtesy crossing?   

On a final note: 
Recommended reading - Check out the NZ Herald website www.nzherald.co.nz (Motoring Section) for an article 

posted on 31st July 2018. 

Featuring: ‘The Model A that stayed the course’. 

 

North Island Model A Ford Club Inc., PO Box 99-249, Newmarket, Auckland 1149, NEW ZEALAND 


