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                    NORTH ISLAND MODEL A FORD CLUB INC. - NEW ZEALAND 

        MODEL A TORQUE  

Month: Jan/Feb 2021      Issue Number: 2021/ 1                  Season:  Summer 

 

Fantastic weekend away to Matamata on the 12th ï 14th February ï See stories in this edition. 

 

Welcome to the North Island Model A Ford Club Inc. 

The purpose of our club is to enjoy, restore, preserve and protect the Model A Ford automobile and to foster a spirit of good 

fellowship and family participation through the use of the Model A Ford. 

Membership is open to anyone with a sincere interest in the Model A Ford. Ownership is not a prerequisite. 

In this edition: 

¶ Upcoming Events Calendar 2021 - page 2 

¶ Something for the ladies and more for everyone in this edition. 

Visit our website www.modelafordclub.co.nz for new events, photos and 

articles etc ï keep up to date! 

Chapter Members of:
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North Island Model A Ford Club Upcoming Event Planner 2020/2021 

All subject to Covid restrictions https://covid19.govt.nz/ 

Date Days 
Thoughts for upcoming 

events  Pending 

  Fish & Chips Lake Pupuke   

  Fish & Chips Kaiaua   

  BBQ Explosion Bay   

  Awhitu Regional Park   

  Awhitu Winery   

  Kaiaua Run (Neil Aston)   

  Concours Judging Seminar   

 

The committee are working on events for the upcoming year. Please 

keep a watch on the website www.modelafordclub.co.nz  

for any recent updates. 

 

FYI ς Non North Island Model A Ford Club Events 2020/2021 

Last Sun of Every Month Sun Caffeine & Classics 

   

17th ς 21st Feb 21 Wed-Sun Napier Art Deco 

7th March 21 Sun All Ford Day Tauranga 

   

28 Mar ς 4 April 2021  Sunday - Sunday Gisborne Rally 

17th -18th April 21 Sat/Sun 12 Blokes in Sheds 

16th ς 18th July 21 Fri-Sun Winter Art Deco Napier 

 

Print thi s page off for reminders and stick  to your fridge ! 

or keep an eye on the website for updates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.modelafordclub.co.nz/
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A story of the Model A which was on the front page  of the December  2020 

Newsletter  
 
Hello, let me introduce myself, 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀƴŎȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ aƻŘŜƭ !ΩǎΣ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ŀ мфол {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ /ƻǳǇŜΦ 
Born in the Canadian Walkerville plant in October 1930, (engine # CAU 9862) before a ship ride 
to my new country New Zealand, where I arrived into the port of Timaru and went to the Ford 
factory there late in 1930. 
After a bit of re-assembly and a spruce up with my paint being dark brown with black guards 
and a flash sky blue side stripe, (Ford NZ did this stripe to help sales) I was then sent on my way 
to the Maude Brothers Ford dealership in Oamaru in early 1931. 
 

Mr Thomas Fitzgerald from the small settlement of Whitstone, (now Whitestone) just outside 
Oamaru came to town shopping and liked the look of me, so purchased me and took me home 
on the 25th February 1931. 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
looked after.  
When my owner died in June 1960, he gave me to his wife Mary Anne Fitzgerald. 
Later that year (August 11th 1960) I was sold to Robert Dale and went to live in Invercargill. 
In 1964 (November 27th) I must have been traded in on something newer (having done just 
39306 miles) and I found myself at Five Star Motors Ltd, Kilmore St, in Invercargill.  
At about this time the NZ Registration system was introducing the new series Black & Silver 
lifetime number-plates, and mine was allocated AC 5940. 
I must have sat around for nearly a year in the yard before being transported to Hamilton to my 
new owner in William Counsell (January 5th 1966 ς mileage 39551). 
After a couple of years (25th June 1968 ς mileage 43451) I moved to Avondale, Auckland and Mr 
Ronald Moses. I was only there a short time (16th October 1968) before I moved on to William 
Gardiner in Papatoetoe. 
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(Vintage Car Club Rally 1968)   (North Island Model A Club run Matamata 1975) 

 

On the 1st of August 1973, (mileage 45,100) It seems I was again traded in on a newer model 
and resided for a while in the car collection of motor-racing legend Kenny Smith. (M & K Smith 
Car Sales Papatoetoe). 
After only doing around 100 miles I was sold in 1977 (3rd May) to a then Model A Club member 
Terrance Royan in New Lynn. This is where my now owner, first met me. Later that year, actually 
on my current owners 20th birthday (August 22nd 1977) I moved to Te Atatu South to live with 
Mr Robert Pearce. 

  

(North Island Model A Club Paihia trip 1977) 
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(Brian Walker owner 1995 ς still original paint colours) 
 

 
(Brian Walker ς Club Xmas 2001 at Len Hoylands) 
 

My next move was January 31st 1985 to another old club member Bob Cleave in St Helliers.  
Four years later (January 13th 1989) I moved to Panmure and Brett Morris (mileage 55917). 
Kumeu was my next stopover and owner Brian Walker (22nd December 1995) where I was re-
painted all-over blŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ мсέ ±у ǿƛǊŜ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǊŜǎΦ 
During this time I caught the eye of Jacky & Malcolm Elliott, then living in Massey, and duly 
moved in with their late 28 Pickup, 30 Roadster & a Morris Minor convertible (26th March 2001 
ς mileage 57280). 
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(Elliott ownership ς Rebel A National meet 2010) 

 
¢ƘŜ 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴǾƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻǳǇŜΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
travelled far and wide with them on tours all over New Zealand. North Cape to Bluff and back 
including some far out of the way roads, Skippers and the infamous Jacks / Jolley Pass out of 
IŀƴƳŜǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘǊǳ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŘŜŜǇ ǇǳŘŘƭŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘΩǎ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
/ƭŜǾŜǿŜƭŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊȅ мсέ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƎ ǘȅǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ L ǿŀǎ recognised for nearly 20 
years, during which time we travelled some 13,000 miles all over NZ. 

 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлмо bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŀƭƭȅ ǊƻǳƴŘ /ƻǊƻƳŀƴŘŜƭ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9ƭƭƛƻǘǘΩǎ 
direction changed my current owner suggested he would be a good guardian.  
So on the 12th May 2020, Paul Smith became my latest new owner (mileage 70922). 
For most of the middle part of 2020 the COVID Virus disrupted many plans, however I was taken 
to Veteran & Vintage where Errol did a complete mechanical overhaul, and repaired anything 
that needed, including fitting a driver friendly Mitchell Overdrive. 
Much of me is still very original, including most of the upholstery, lots of the screws and fittings. 
There is no apparent panel repairs, and doors etc open and close as they should. 
Paul has now re-fitted with original wheels (orange) and a new paint job, (similar to the old 
original Brown). 
I am now all ready to travel, and looking forward to Gisborne 2021 and beyond. 

 


