NORTH ISLAND MODEL A FORD CLUB INC. - NEW ZELAND

Chapter Members of:

MODEL A TORQUE

Month: April 2025 Issue Number: 2025/3

Welcome to the North Island Model A Ford Club Inc.

The purpose of our club is to enjoy, restore, preserve, and protect the Model A Ford automobile and to foster a spirit of
good fellowship and family participation using the Model A Ford.
Membership is open to anyone with a sincere interest in the Model A Ford. Ownership is not a prerequisite

Visit our website www.modelafordclub.co.nz for new events, articles
& updates.
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Model A Ford Club Upcoming Event Planner 2024

Date Day Event Details
14t May Wednesday Tech Night
17t May Saturday Te Aroha Run Cars and a Monarchy collection
11t June Wednesday Tech Night
14t June Saturday Club Run Putaruru Timber Museum
19t July Saturday Ryders Dinner and Movie

The committee are working on events for the upcoming year. Please keep a
watch on the website www.modelafordclub.co.nz for any recent updates.

FYI below — Non-North isiand model A Ford Club Events 2024

If you are aware of an event coming up, please let the editor know so we can share, thank you.

Date Day Event

10t May Saturday Pukekohe Swapmeet Meremere

Print this page off for reminders and stick to your fridge!
or keep an eye on the website for updates.

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/the-country/news/ford-model-a-truck-a-farmers-market-favourite-in-
waikato-and-bay-of-plenty/GNGXOVYFVVHLVHZIOUT5NSOEPA/
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Club Run 17" May

Visit to Bill and Angela Thompson’s Car and Memorabilia Collection
109 Centennial Ave, Te Aroha 3320. Saturday 17-5-25

Bring your own picnic lunch & deck chairs.

Assemble 0930 Waitomo petrol station Bombay for 10.00 departure.
Route notes given on the day.
Contact person: Terry Costello 027 492 0642

Club Tech Night Wednesday 14" May

Location and subject to be advised
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Club Run 14 June to Putaruru Timber Museum

Meet at BP service centre

Drury at 9am for a 9.30am
departure

Route notes on the day,
with some interesting back
roads to follow.

Destination is at 1331 SH1 Putaruru (southern side of town)
Museum entry $7 per person. Entry to large model railway display on site S5 per person

See nztm.org,nz for information on this interesting museum

Ryders dinner and Movie Saturday 19 July maximum 50 people.
Book your place now by texting or emailing Andrew Costello 021 943 063

Nimafc.vicecaptain@gmail.com

Grand Designs

At the National Rally for those that were interested, we said we would let members know when our
episode of Grand Designs will be screened.

Our Grand Design episode will be on TVNZ 8% June 7.30 pm.

Thank you.

Kind Regards

Garry & Fiona Learmonth

North Island Model A Ford Club Newsletter April 2025



Club Captain’s Report

Greetings to all members and enthusiasts of the North Island Model A Ford Club. As we reflect on the past
period, it has been a fantastic time filled with camaraderie, exciting events, and a shared passion for these
timeless automobiles. Our club continues to thrive, bringing together
enthusiasts from all corners of the world (I can say) to celebrate the legacy of
the Model A Ford.

Over the past month we have participated in the Club run organised by John
Castle and no doubt a few ropees (people roped into help) where we went to
Mike’s collection out west and it was a very relaxing time viewing his collection,
enjoying the sunshine for our morning tea and then Huapai Golf club for lunch.
This was a great venue as you could choose food from the cabinet or off the
menu therefore something for

everyone. Thanks John and co.

We also had the tech night in Terry Costello’s shed/garage once
again. Where we had parts for sale and our Editor put his other hat
on, as an electrician, and showed interested people how to time a
Model A engine as well as how to test a generator. Supper was
provided by attendees and once more, more than enough. Thanks
to our events team, Andrew and Terry, for organising and Rob for
his commitment. Each event has strengthened our community,

providing opportunities to share knowledge, swap stories, and
appreciate these magnificent vehicles.

From my point of view, not having a vintage on the road is no reason not to attend. Also remember just
because you have been somewhere before that the destination is only part of the reason for going, the
main reasons are in sharing our passion, knowledge and friendship. Like when | asked if we could share a
ride in someone's “A” and we were able to leave our modern car at home and ride with Bill Duffy and John
Castle who both were probably just as pleased to have the company. Thankyou to you both.

Looking forward, we have exciting events coming along, don’t forget to check them out in the
“Torque“Newsletter or on the website. Make sure you add them to your own calendars, so you don’t
double book out. We also, maybe not so exciting unless we all make it so, have the AGM in September (4
months away). | hear the groans from here; however, it is a necessary part of any club. So time to think
about how you may be able to assist, with modern day media you don’t have to attend committee
meetings in person. | have been away from home and attended committee meetings from the venue | have
been staying at. New blood keeps ideas flowing and a healthy club. We encourage all members to actively
participate, as your enthusiasm and support are what keep this club strong. Thank you to all members for
your continued dedication and passion for the Model A Ford. It’s through your efforts that our club
remains a thriving community. Let’s keep the engines running and the history alive.

Warm regards,

Wade Captain, North Island Model A Ford Club
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Club run to Mike Courtney’s collection.

My son Toby and myself, Andrew, started our adventure at 7am from Waiuku. Great weather for travelling.
After stopping at Karaka to get some fuel Toby hopped in the driver’s seat. Toby had previously driven the
Road Ranger crash gearbox but alas the Model A not only has the crash gearbox it also has the brake and
accelerator peddles swapped over just to add to the fun. Toby did a marvellous job in his new task.

We travelled to the designated start position and was 30 minutes early so we went to the local Mitre 10
Columbus Coffee and supped on a coffee and a chat. When we returned to the car Toby was back in the
driving seat although instead of putting his foot on the clutch peddle he pressed the starter button in gear
and also the brake pedal. The starter was working hard going nowhere. The more | suggested to take his
left foot off the pedal and put it on the clutch the more he was sure his foot was on the clutch. Like a good
Laurel and Hardy show. Well the result was a melted kill switch. | was in two minds that morning as to
whether to bring my tool kit along and decided to put it in just in case.

We walked from the Mitre 10 carpark and back over to the start designation carpark to inform the guys
and receive the travel destination instructions. This of course resulted in the handbrake award. | wasn’t
thinking about the prestigious award and more on the task at hand.

Back to the car with Terry and Jos’ support. Toby’s first Model A breakdown and after suggesting he could
get under and fix the issue there was no hesitation and he got straight under the car and removed the kill
switch wiring and bolted the ends together. Then taped and cable tied it up under the car and off we went.
| was now in the Navigator’s seat and managed to lead us in the wrong direction but hey we got to Mike
Courtney’s place. Fortunately | was advised of John Castle’s misdemeanour of going in a wrong direction so
like a good first five eight | rugby passed the Handbrake award on to John Castle. That was a win.

We arrived safely at Mike Courtney’s place, and thanks to Mike and Kirsten for arranging this fantastic
collection of cars from Model A’s to speedsters, a Model T and even some well presented Austin 7’s. Also
in his fine collection was some talented garden art and of course it was great to have morning tea there
and thanks to John Castle for organising the day. (and for so graciously accept the Handbrake Award.)

15 Model A’s ventured out today. Then it was off to lunch at the Huapai Golf course and catch up again
with good friends. We left earlier to go to another engagement but enjoyed the time together Model A
friends and my son.

Thanks to all for a great day. Andrew Costello
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Report of the New Zealand 17" National Model A Rally — Masterton NZ
2314-28t February 2025

The 17" National Model A Rally from 23™-28% February 2025 brought together 256 participants from
throughout NZ, Australia, UK and USA, accompanied by 142 Model A Fords, all assembling in Masterton, 100
kilometres north-east of the capital city Wellington.

Coming from Western Australia, my wife Beverley and | had already travelled 5,500 kilometres to pick up
the club car owned by the Canterbury NZ Chapter of MAFCA from Christchurch. Nearly 40 years ago club
members resolved to build to original factory specifications a 1928 Model A Phaeton. Over the intervening
four decades the car has served the club well.

We began our journey with the 200 mile drive to Picton to catch the car ferry to Wellington in the lower part
of the North Island. Along the way we travelled through mountains, then hugged the shore line of the Pacific
Ocean, entranced by spectacular vistas of bays and inlets, with seals and dolphins in abundance frolicking in
the ocean close to shore.

New Zealand roads offer many challenges, particularly when driving
a Model A in the rain, winding our way through mountain ranges on
Highway 2, the main access way separating Wellington from the
eastern hinterland. The famous Rimutaka Hill is a particular
challenge, with numerous narrow corners signposted variously at
25 to 35kph, overlooking vast drops to deep ravines below. The

going can be slow, yet most motorists give a toot of approval when = sryvemseem
overtaking. These mountain passes were originally built when the Model A was in its hey-day, yet nearly a
century later the Model A is still able to demonstrate it is up to any task.

# The host city of Masterton is also the location of Hood Aerodrome
which has the largest collection of airworthy World War 1 aircraft
. anywhere in the world. In the original planning for the Rally it was
to be preceded by the “Wings over Wairarapa Air Festival”, which
was cancelled after most had already made their accommodation
bookings.

However, initial disappointment turned to joy with rally
participants in their Model As invited to an exclusive
viewing feast of British, German, Dutch and US bi-plane
and tri-plane fighter aircraft. Flying constantly in aerial
formation, pilots and aircraft practised their manoeuvres
from early morning to dusk throughout the week,
interspersed with combat-dive demonstrations, all in
preparation for the “Classic Fighters Air Show”,
highlighting the “Golden Age of Aviation” from the 1920s
and 1930s, which was to be held in Blenheim,
Marlborough, over the 2025 Easter weekend. It was an
exciting and very memorable era-perfect bonus, serving as the introduction to a week of old-style Model A
rallying.

At the opening gathering the litany of those whose vehicles had experienced difficulties en-route were
revealed, with the North Island Club Captain, Wade and Trisha Alexander, organisers of the rally, amongst
the number whose Model A did not make it to the starting gate. However, as Model A owners well know,

North Island Model A Ford Club Newsletter April 2025



unexpected events lead to new opportunities and friendships.
Beverley and | were able to offer Wade and Trisha a ride, sharing
the hospitality already experienced by us from the Canterbury
Club. Such encounters demonstrate why Model A communities
are quite special.

The Rally began in earnest with an all-day display, with many
dressing in their period finery, adding to the magic of the
occasion. For the following four days cars and participants were
divided into four colour groupings of 35 cars each, with a
different tour each day, covering over 500 miles of diverse and
challenging roads, much of it akin to 1928 pre-production road-
test conditions.

The first day out for Green Group was the 150 mile return run over eight hours to Cape Palliser Lighthouse,

located on one of the roughest areas of the Pacific east coast of New Zealand.

After traversing vineyards and quaint villages,
it was on in earnest with many ascents and
descents on narrow gravel roads, avoiding
large rocks, tracing coastal cliff-top pathways,
delicately navigating fords over streams
flowing across roads, while admiring
numerous seal colonies as we tracked the
coast.

Finally arriving at Cape Palliser another
challenge awaited ageing Model A crews, with
500 stairs to be negotiated for a most = :
magnificent view of coastline and ocean. It was definitely not a day for the
faint-hearted!

The second day was a more "mild" 60 mile run that was also competitive, with
pages of questions for navigators to answer. Driving rain was no barrier to
determined Model A enthusiasts, embracing the Pukaha Wildlife Sanctuary
before being riotously entertained over lunch by the Irish owner of the “La
Gra” Winery, Gaelic for "With Love", in honour of his wife and daughter.

Motoring on we encountered a
most magnificent Greek
Orthodox Church in the middle of
a farm paddock, with exquisite
iconography, equal to anything in
Europe. The day concluded with a
visit to the Pointon Car Museum,

a tribute to every aspect of motoring nostalgia; a magnificent
collection gathered over a life-time.
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Day Three to the Castle Point Lighthouse was the most challenging of all the runs, covering 150 miles over
) eight hours.

Most roads were rugged and rough through isolated farm country
and national parks. Deep ruts to be negotiated in mud; steep climbs
and descents requiring use of 1st and 2nd gears.

Following lunch and driving on the beach to Castle Point Lighthouse,
. it was back to serious early 1930s driving through Castle Point
Station; opening and closing farm gates, interspersed with
numerous cattle and sheep herds, all being an additional challenge
for young players.

Our final day of touring was a more mild 100 mile run to Wharekauhau
Beach, followed by a visit to Featherstone, home to the Fell Locomotive
Museum, a testimony to the ingenuity of late 19™ and early 20t
Century railway engineers, devising ways of traversing the rugged
Rimutaka Ranges that once formed a barrier between the New Zealand
capital of Wellington and eastern inland settlements. Then it was on to
the historic town of Greytown and the Cobblestones Museum, bringing
together so many aspects of late 19t Century New Zealand pioneer life
in a rugged and unforgiving environment.

Not to be deterred after many hard
days of driving, evening events,
including the formal Gala Dinner in
era clothing, all added to the magic of a very tightly run and enjoyable
rally.

Thanks must be given to the North Island Model A Club for all their hard
work in preparing for the well-run event.

Beverley and | also wish to again thank members of our Canterbury
Chapter of MAFCA Club for the use of the Club's 1928 Phaeton, which
acquitted the entire journey of over 1,100 miles without missing a beat.
What magnificent pieces of engineering is the Model A.

Presentations were made for the next two rallies planned: the Australian
29" National Model A Meet in Albany, Western Australia, from 15 to
22" QOctober, 2026; and the New Zealand 18 National Model A Rally, based on Blenheim and Nelson in the
South Island from 13t to 20t March 2027.

Rallying is always fun in a Model A, proving yet again it is much more

about the journey than arriving at the destination. -,...‘. <4 ] pr By 0
i

Ll el
Wes Hartley ‘ l"% [

MAFCA Member;
Canterbury New Zealand Chapter of MAFCA,;
Model A Restorers' Club of Western Australia.
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New Wairarapa Club members

Following the 17" National Rally in Masterton February 2025.

First a little pre-amble!

Prior to the 17t™ Rally, Graham & Joy Hodder of Featherston who had Rally No 1, decided to purchase a
1983 3 Series SWB Land Rover from the Bombay area in Auckland. They asked me to inspect it and test
drive it for them. | put it up on my hoist and checked the chassis carefully for rust as the chassis is steel
and in England they are prone to rust due to salting of the roads in winter. The chassis and springs and
bushes etc were all fine as was the rest of the vehicle except for some minor surface rust on the front
bumper and slightly perished window seals. It drove very well. For its age it was in excellent order, had
been garaged all its life and had only done 78,000 km. On the strength of my report Graham decided to
buy the vehicle so | stored it with my Model T until | had time to return to Featherston after the Rally and
my youngest daughter’s wedding, about a month later.

Graham is the local Chairman of the VCC and
ran the Grass Gymkhana competition at the
Solway Showgrounds for us.

In preparing for the 17t Rally | found out
about an amazing walk one can do in the
Ruakokopatuna Chasm on Patuna farm, SE of
Martinborough, so Alayne, my wife, and |
decided to book to do this adventurous walk
after delivering the Land-Rover on our trailer
which easily takes a Model A Ford, and the
Series 3.

The Club had two new membership applications from Andrew & Fiona Beattie of Martinborough and
Steve & Helen Simonsen of Clareville/Carterton shortly after the 17t Rally finished, both couples having
attended our ‘Public Open Day’ on Monday 24" Feb at the Solway Showgrounds. After our Committee had
approved their membership and my having received their Club name-badges only a week before our
planned date to drive back to Featherston, it seemed a good idea to deliver the name badges in person
and to meet our new members, so that is what we did.

With a big storm raging in the southern Tasman and the west coast of the country experiencing heavy rain
we drove south a day earlier than planned to make sure we could do the ‘Chasm Walk’ before the river
swelled with flood waters. We delivered the Land-Rover known as ‘Lofty’ to Graham and Joy on Wed 2"
April arriving about 6pm just in time to ‘freshen-up’ in our motel before going to dinner with them at the
Brac & Bow Restaurant in the Royal Hotel in Featherston. This place is full of ‘old world charm’ and the
food was excellent and well-priced. A ‘must’ for a meal if any of you readers are in the vicinity in the
future.
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We made phone calls to our new members to arrange to meet them after doing the Ruakokopatuna
Chasm walk which was strenuous but great fun if you don’t mind getting wet. The deepest parts of the
river gorge were up to about mid-thigh. The scenery was spectacular with some beautiful mossy waterfalls

and clear pools with friendly eels/tuna, that probably t
S 0. R
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Later in the day Andrew Beattie, a local farmer, and
his son brought their Teal coloured 1930 Roadster to
see us at the Claremont Motel. The car has been in
the family for many years and is in excellent order.
Name badges were hand delivered.

The next morning on our way back to Auckland we
- stopped at the multi-award wining Clareville bakery
% to buy breakfast, cocee and something for morning
' tea, as well. Their range of breads, pies and cabinet
food is amazing.

We then drove a few hundred meters to find Steve
and Helen Simonsen.

Steve has had a sand-blasting business andhas
trained as a wood-worker and mechanic. His
extensive workshop looks very ‘busy’ and is
testament to his many skills. He is currently
restoring a 1928 Colonial bodied hard-top Model A
Pick-up truck which has been about a 10 year
project that is now nearing completion. He is %
converting it to 12 volts and has just purchased the wiring loom, about the last thing to be fitted, to ‘get it
going’. Steve found the body in the Tinui rubbish tip and has skillfully restored and repainted it. He has

several other cars under various stages of restoration and has some ‘dead’ Land-Rovers lying about on his
property!

We have four ‘couple’ NIMAFord Club members in the Wairarapa
now, the other two are Phil & Suzanne Halligan of the

Whangaehu valley who attended the 17t Rally. Phil was on gate duty
at the Fleet St entrance to the Solway Showgrounds each morning to
make sure people got to their correct assembly areas. Tim & Sue
Johnston from the Tinui area registered to come on the Rally but
unfortunately Tim was not well at the time so we did not get to meet
him and Sue.

Our trip home was quicker than the trip down despite the heavy
rain, and the fuel consumption towing an empty trailer was 50% less
than on the trip south!

Martin Rees. 10-4-25.
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Committee Contacts

e Club Captain Wade Alexander 0272722130
nimafc.captain@gmail.com
e Vice - Captain Andrew Costello 021943063
nimafc.vicecaptain@gmail.com
e Secretary Martin Rees 0274964200
nimafc.secretary@gmail.com
e Treasurer Marlene Costello 0211186452
nimafc.treasurer@gmail.com
e Newsletter Rob Brown 0274745726
nimafc.editor@gmail.com
e Website Andrew Costello 021943063
nimafc.vicecaptain@gmail.com
Committee Hugh Hulse 021599981
gatlandpark@xtra.co.nz
Gary Learmonth 0272680421
gflearmonth@gmail.com
Terry Costello 0274920642
tcmodelanz@gmail.com
Historian Paul Smith 027 485 2234

smithfordnz@gmail.com,
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An extensive report from the American Antique Car Association on a seminar held on Model A Fords by
Edward Francis and George De Angelis for the Ford Motor Company, with Lesley R Henry from the Henry
Ford Museum, Herman Smith from The Ford Motor Company of Canada and David Lewis from the

University of Michigan.

It noted such things as the reported 5000 changes made to Model A over the 4 years of production,
and covered Engines, Radiator Shells, Carburetors, painting, Hardware, Upholstery and relevant to us in NZ
Canadian Fords. (Use the enlarge function to read this. It’s the best | can do. Editor)

Paul Smith (Club Historian & Life Member)

Model A Fords

A Record of Some of the Data Covered at the Model A
Seminar at the AACA Annual Meeting in February, 1974,

Information kindly loaned by Brian Dunnet,

The following is based on another of
the seminars held at the AACA Anmval
Meeting. The seminar on Model A Fords
was conducred by six men who are well
qualified for the task. They are Edward
Francis and George DeAngelis of the
Ford Movor Company., Leslie R. Henry of
the Henry Ford Museum, Herman Sorith
of the Ford Motor Company of Canada,
Lee Athertor, and Professor David Lewis
of the University of Micligan. Informu-
tiont covered at the Model A veminar was
recorded by Murrell E. Smith,

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Murrell

Smith is presently seeving i second con-

| serwrive term ax President of AACAY

| Chesapouke  Region.  Next year  the
| Chesapeake Region will celebrate its 200k

~ Anniversary, Mr. Smith owns a 929
| A Ford and u 1930 L-29 Cord
LSSt g e ‘

Ay 24

cars and records ceveals that some devia-
tions from standard occurred as the can
progressed through the production lines
All of which complicates things a bit for
the conscientious restorer, and for AACA
judges. Of course. Ford duin't build
Model A's with the expectation thar they
would be judged at antique car meets
some 45 vears luter!

Engines

Engines. after being machined, painted
and assembled. were placed on a hine
where several at one time were turned
oxver by electric motors. When measired
resistance was  lowered  during  this
roaning«in, this procedure wis completed,
The engines received no further running.
0. At this point, they were abo checkad
for possible water feaks duc 1o flaws in the
castings. IF leaks wore discovered. the
block went back 1o the shop for repaies
Or, if this was impractical. the engine win
disassembled and its good parts salvaped
for re-use.

After assembly and testing. the engine
number was stamped on it then the en-
gines were dispatched hy convevor (o the

assembly line i the pext building. of

J for shipment 1o other plants. e
numbered  and  asembled n

December 1937 actudlls m sht mot b
boen imtabled
June through August 1825 5 2
1928 cars had hand Brake leven on 1
driver's feft and the cngines
could have numbers gh % thw
SOOOON s But it 1 Rnows 1hat Ford made
only SO vehiches with han
levers on the ieft
Sone 1928 Cars with the brake lever in
the middle were on chassis whigh had
openmgs for the kit poution Thew
openings were simply conered oser with o
plate
When engines were anstalled 1
Model A's 1 was imposable 10 J0 s
number seyguence. (Belore 19351 Fond
bk more engines than cans Tn 1931 1he
conipany el avwe cars than cngines.)
When an eogine was istalied b a chinses
i workman called ot ats number and this
MIME Bumber was stamped on the chasse
rail near the steeeing post o the kit sle
1Y the workman happened ta call oot anane
correct number, that wrong number then
appearcd on the chassis. Furthermare, re-
placement engines without numbers were
often sent 1o dealers. who were sipposed 1o
put the same number o the replacement
as hand appeared va the o el Mot Ob-
vioushy this resultad i moie possibilitne
Lo lm‘nun ervor and oversight From 1his.

n 1. 5t ot -

in such

a gh

the
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Ofe CAn UNAErstand W it s Tmposaile W
match motee numbers with the month in
whoch a car was munufactured.

Specdications required 1xat all bolts ca
Madel A enpioes Rave & protective Coatmg.
The nons were cadmam plated. Bras nuts
were wed 10 swcure the collar which con-
nected the muffler pope 10 the exhaust
manifodd.

The head gasket win two sheets of
copper with a sheet of abewon between.

I some Mkl A's 1l Bight hradkens
Bave boon hwend with sihy 1w sttaching
Bades maead Of three, obviously having
Qome 1heough that way from the faciory

On Muadet A pechup trucks, 1925 and
1929 models were offered with side-
mounty on either or bath sides. The Mloor-
Boards were crovaoted, not painted. Most
rostorers varmod thems even though they
did not come froms the factory that way,
Some 1929 pickegs were made with

and was unpainted. artillery wheels.
g The Deluxe roadsters and Delune
Radiator Shells and Otaer Parts coupmn  could come through  with
sidessounts of rear mounted sparcs. On
Radiator shells 0n the 192529 model the roadsier. & phece of antoguesh malen-
were mchel excepe for the Town sedan  al wan placed where the windield
wed special jobs whach had chrome sheils.  stanchion comes theosgh the body. Also
The 193031 cars featured stasmbess steel  on the opem cany, there wore four holes in

the dooe panel on the driver’s side, and

b dore ol o

same color i the dody. Femdeny were
Black, od kier the whoel wolh wery
puissed Black Ao The coml g tasis
wete invalied while sopemsed. then
painsed along wath the dody,

Windshield  sanchioss en  pechup
model wore usually of the hady ool
and hould be restorad that way, Howew
er, some of these vehiches did come feom

 The prodwond = nugh o “sandppr”

only three on the passenger side panel.

On the siaticn wagon, the visor was

e covered with material on Both vides, with
2 cardboard stifener between. The cover-
ing was stitched on bath the imide and

the frame and 1his stitching can
Coares maching as used

g mined up al the plant and o »
SOMCQUENCE. 11 Wi Jdecndald 10 e e
wiin finsh on all modeh. The enpoccr
ing departmaent poelerned chenme, but (s
Sy wore st available 1 Ohviome plate
m o larpc guantawes roquined for e
Mokl A The your 1929 som ihe prom
Mok market Ccrnk aad bepmaing of the
depresiaon, and even the prestigious Foed
Motor Compamy bafied m making the
huge expendituee that a chrome plant
roquired.

Imterioe “hody” hasdware includes the
WSnoe Joor Bundicy. window rogulator
handics. excatcheon plates for Both, sad
1A door locking lever. Also hardware for
the rode coed va fout dsor modeh. hold:
ety foe cuttains, the avwist cond and any
other bright work attached 1o the Aod'y,

AL he star of Model A production =
1925, all of thewe sems were hegght nickd
plaed. The Detuxe models had satim
faaiah jatermacd with cheome sad am of
these three platings was correct for the
rest of MoSel A productoon, Serews

On the Delune model open and hwed
vans, the brachets thal Beld Ihe S
ehevh were plased, oo standard muodeh
Ihey were uvieally Black

11 has heen discovered that caly 2o
carly 1928 Model Ay were made wilh
open end bumpers. Il youss » one of
these. vou showdd have a comparatineh
carly engine. along with ket brale. of fser
starier and & square box om the startcf—all
of which were early 1925 Seatures

The “tea cup’ shapad 1ail hight wn
desigeed onginally for the Town wdan
meoduced in Decomber 192K, The same
Tight win wned on the cabrioker and Town
sedan whoch came ous i 1929, All other
“A"S had the drem shaped tal lights

There were theee different hpes of
Bolis used 10 secure the body and fendens
10 the chasyis, The bolts may be painted
Back. cadmium plated or without any
PAINLING OF COUlIng Any one of 3 comb-
nation of these three bolts would be aw-
themtic

Carbaretors

The Model A Foed had a cast wroe Ze-
Nith carburetor which was vanously iden-
tdficd ay “Zendth™, “Zenith 17, “Zeanth 2
and “Zenuh 37, The numben do not »
dicate the design improvements  bat
merely identidy the firm 1hat suppled the
particular carburetor. Thia story was cov-

-} ered fully by Geoege DeAngelin i the

May-June 1974 isvue of ANTIQUE AU
TOMOBILE. Briefly. 3 carburcior (1925)
carrying coly the mamc “Zenisth™ may

have Been made by either Zensth oc by

~ the Holly Carburetor Compasy. As of

e of e Tminh or cheoms warnal wah
the  introdaction of the reand  hrab
andie with ihe bation on top

The imvrement chamier wae abwans

hraght nickel fearty maodeh) or hrgn
Chreme. mever satim Timnh L NEESS
Wi o ry plareaseny chusicr direct from ih
Factoey. In which cave ot comild be st
femmh. Anotbet of the itk varatom
which make WG mdcresting o pud g
Upholstory

The following posstens on upholstery
for the Model A were wpplied by e
LeBaron Bosaey Company of Amerbury,
Mans, well known specialiaty in that fedd

Revsoning the uphohaery s usually the
et Job a restoner tackles Becaune he fing
wants o pet the body and moter wound
In the Modet A's, there wan agt 1o be litre
relaticoship between the <ok of the
upholatery and 1he outside coloe of the
car. Ford wad any color and patiern of
maserial that hagpened 10 be available 2
e Uime the can were made. Further, the

remaingd bright plated throughs In-
cdontally. sitm faah o0 sxiel or
chrame way obtained by rubieg B sur-
(o with 4 compownd after it win par-

tially plited. of by feversing palardy in

1he platg opuration ut the Last moment.

SEY

oy would hay luh o e same
WeAW and ooloe from several manufac-
Turen ad, in thewe gircumstances. color
varations were hound 1o odcur
1cBaron Moancy, presomt supplwr o
vpholsicry munterial, has imducod wvora
milh 1o depheate the paticrms ad colon
e in the orsginal cany. Onc of the mow
Jdilficull modck 10 Reep straght o
regardh upholsicry i the four dooe Town
sedin, of which there were 17 madeh
Furthermwee. throe different frms saase
the bodws—Briggs. Mueray aod Foed In
ondersng uphohivry for the Toma wlan
1T helplish 10 grve s Only & decripties
O e onipeal matcrial, bt shao o mon-

b which of the ghroe Bems monk 1

oy

Bavmary 1929, carburgctons mak by Zy.
A wore wlostitasd s “Zoumh 1T oand
thine made By Molkey wore marked “Ze.
mith 27 thath enad in 1929 0%M) can). e
1930 Fond el slartedd makng they cor
harvton and theswe arc el “Zenith
P Thes 1900 maodel cars mas have gar.

buretors wentifsed a8 Zenith | 2 or d
f'uh:-"
Boadis wyre fire primed  then o

whobk oy was paioled in o fower body
color. If the upper dody wat 1o he 3 &4
ferenmt codoe, thin win put on syt If the
rescals were 10 be in wnll ancther Joloe
punimg them aas the third sicp. The
hower Body color was aho used 1nsde the
Car and on the bontom of the sody (o of
metal and attached 10 the body propert.

The bloch of the Model A wan com
pleichy machined. then pamted M wyre
all casting. Green paint was used on
castings, while parts mads in the viampeng
shop were painted black

Whea made by Foed, the waler pumg
was finished in green. I made by outude
wpplicrs, aloag wilh some olher compo-
ments, the dems were pased black,
Foed's objective was turmag oul vast
pumbers of Can and B¢ was Dot partke-
laely interewed in stsle inside the cagine
compartment

Weltang betwaen the body and the gas
tank waa inslaliend peior W the pameng
and pating stage. Weltang used between
the fenders and the body was sot painted

There wore tases whea the drip
molding was pat on before the rood and
bfore painting On the carly 1928
modeh, the wheel wells were painted ihe

Many of besday v wphohtery marerialy
e make in England whuh, o ot Aoow
hat Rl move ihan 10 share of peodbiemn
recently  Maoecower, therr has Been
sntideids shonage of wool seewcd and
Clhm eolie Incremed conts of raw
matwri, Sor hippag and Sty have

' e prsy of sphed

In Canada, the producton of Model A
cagines ytartod i Decemder 1907 sad 1t
fird 12000 carncd the peeflis “CA™ in
frome of the cagine numner In Decomber
1929 the pesfin chamged 10 "CAQ™ and
Socarad oo 1000 cagecs. Prefin on the
next 10000 wa “CAW

Therexfice, the enpines were called the
TYPERNSCT sy uner Ihe thed fetuet of
the peafix changed e the seguence of
leters which appeat oo 15¢ top row of
Ivpewnter heys

Ong of the Jifferences in the Canadun
made Fonbs was Ihe e of Mar heat
srewd which Sad squace belns 0 lop—
calind Robgrreon scrgws Anather varis
o was 1he clumg on the frome bumper
which wan pormectly smooth il of
having the hiuc imert. Clamps 00 1he rear
bumgers werd e e Wupe Peat
sy wrth I8¢ B ond soripe acroms the
conner Somctume m 1930, 1he Foad soripe
won addad 1o T Eront Bumper

The only wiher changy in Cansdan
Foods was the otliv, wich waa called
“Evergroen” and wan chae 10 Browsier
grocn Roshorers who winh 18 ine any
other parnt cohe, Whowid Solbons e g
geiom. g i T 1esteeation manual,
and will W widc oo m of the
Muwhel A vars that wery miady in Canals
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Graeme Jones

Our Club lost a valued member with the passing of Graeme Jones on 23
March 2025. As so often happens, the full extent of a well-lived life is
only really appreciated when you listen to the eulogies. Graeme’s
children gave remarkable accounts of their father’s life. They
described their much-loved Dad as unassuming, and while quiet by
nature, was measured, contemplative and intelligent. His son Dan,
described his father as “true north on my moral compass”. And a
proud grandfather who loved being involved in his grandchildren’s

lives.

Graeme owned 3 Model A Fords during his life; a 1930 Deluxe 4-door sedan, a 1928 Roadster Pickup (ex NZ Post) and
more recently, a 1928 AR Tudor. He and a friend from school days became Model A Ford fanatics and his first, the
1930 Sedan, became Graeme’s pride and joy.

Leaving school, Graeme took up an apprenticeship as an Automotive Instrument Technician. At age 21 he attended
Bible College, which led to volunteering as a missionary in the Philippines. The 3-month mission eventually stretched
to over 20 years! A young New Zealand nurse called Mary, sent a generous donation to support the missionary work
— unsurprisingly, this caught Graeme’s attention. On a return visit home he met the nurse, leading to a 6-week
courtship and engagement. They married a year later in 1975 and moved to the Philippines together, living in Davao
City, Baguio City and Manila. Graeme & Mary’s 3 children were all born in the Philippines.

In the ensuing years Graeme wore a variety of hats. During an 18-month period on Great Barrier Island supporting
the Orama Christian Community, he found he enjoyed gardening, bought a small boat and developed a love of
fishing. He became a cabinet maker in Auckland, then in 1998, the family returned to the Philippines, where Graeme
was the Mercy Ship administrator. In 2005 Graeme & Mary set off to the UK on a belated O.E. They were soon
employed by Lord and Lady Alvingham in Henley-on-Thames, Graeme as caretaker of the grounds and buildings,
Mary as housekeeper — with their own cottage on the estate.

During this time they travelled far and wide by Renault campervan. Lord & Lady A. were appreciative of Graeme’s
many DIY skills; bricklaying, carpentry, painting, repairing old stained glass windows, repointing ... even making a
very acceptable cider from the abundant windfall apples in the orchard.

One of daughter Nicola’s many memories of her father, was the time Graeme bought her a child’s fishing licence —

funds were limited and a child’s licence was cheaper. When a fish was
caught, rules were respected and Nicola had to land the catch ... despite
her father’s fingers itching to take over!

In 2016, Graeme & Mary returned to Auckland, Graeme taking a

retirement job as a caretaker to help fund his final Model A restoration.

Daughter Deborah said when not working on the Model A, her father
loved being a Poppa, exploring New Zealand in a campervan with Mary,
fishing and working on a growing list of family home repair projects.
This was also the time Graeme & Mary re-joined the NIMAFC after their
time overseas.
Our Club extends condolences to Mary and her family. We'll miss you Graeme.
Ralph Levinson
PS Graeme’s much treasured 1928 AR Tudor is for sale — see advertisement in this newsletter.
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For Sale

Early 1928 ('AR') Tudor. Good condition. 1970's body restoration needs a paint refresh but no rust and
only a few minor dings. Good upholstery. Engine reconditioned in 1999 and reworked 2022 with new
adjustable tappets, valves & seats and main bearings adjusted.

Multi-disc clutch converted to machined flywheel, V8 clutch/pressure plate, etc. Gearbox overhauled with
new bearings and good, used main & input shafts. New brakes with cast iron drums. New WOF.

Receipts for work and parts from the last 25 years. Includes lots of extra parts, spares (new & used),
books, manuals, specialty tools and

shop tools - everything Model A in my shed and under my house is

included and must go!

$29,000 Contact: Mary Jones, 02208194351930

Deluxe roadster for sale .

Twin side mounts. Extra set of Ford V8 wheels with new tires. Very good condition, drives well.
Offers.

Phone Dan Tait 027 5641973

Parts for Sale  30-31 radiator shield is new New price is $800 Selling for $500.

The two 21inch red wheels are excellent, the other 2 need minor welding. Chalk marked. $300
Terry Furness 118 A Tara Road Papmoa

07 5420266

D%
) 'f’-n; IA o)'m

Wanted to Buy

Original tyre valve stems to suit a 1931 Model A Ford.
Contact Richard Morse, email; ironmountain1969@gmail.com or 021 1914 764
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Newsletter Editor /Website corner-www.modelaford.co.nz
nimafc.editor@gmail.com

Missing and being searched for
The “Perpetual Trophy” a National Meet trophy which appears to have gone AWOL.
Qb oot mloes B eeciteon o Qoo Rally', which incorporated a Rally route time trial, and field

)lease contact a committee member.

Please send articles/reports/photos to the Editor by 20" of the month (or earlier if you can).

In Microsoft Word or directly into an email (Editor can format to publish in the Newsletter).

The views and articles expressed in this Newsletter are the views of the authors and may be reprinted provided
acknowledgement is given. Where articles have been reprinted, the NIMAFC recognises those authors and thanks
them for allowing their article to be used in our Club Newsletter.

Thank you to all contributors to this newsletter
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WHITEWALI. TYRE CLEANER

Henry van Vugt

251 Don Buck Road, Massey
Auckland, New Zealand
Mobile: 0274 880 400

-aucklandcams.co.n CONTACT: Geog Stokes ph 021 955 459
COMPETITION + MAGE + RALLY + PERFORMANCE CAMSHAFTS or emall gregstokes1932agmaill.com - North West Auckland
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